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The Waynesville R-VI 
School District is conducting 
a telephone survey through 
early October, asking for 
stakeholders to evaluate 
everything from class size 
to the quality of education 
to recommendations for 
potential future facilities 
to how stakeholders find 
out information about the 
district. 

“Every couple of years, we 
survey community members 
to find out what they are 
thinking about the school 
district,” said Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. “The 
data we receive from this 
survey will help guide us in 
future decisions.” 

When the random 
telephone survey is mostly 
complete, district staff 
members will receive a link 
to an online version of the 
survey. 

Survey info

The Second Annual Tiger Festival of 
Nations was held Sept. 13 at Tiger 
Stadium with 30 countries participating. 
Tiger Festival of Nations t-shirts are still 
available for sale:  
    $8 for youth sizes XS-L
    $10 for adult t-shirts sizes S-XL 
    $12 for adult sizes XXL to XXXL

To purchase 
a shirt, please 
contact Jenni 
Robbins at 
573-842-2037 
or via email 
at jerobbins@
waynesville.
k12.mo.us.

12 p.m.: Students in 
     grades 6 - 12 dismiss 
1 p.m. Students in grades 
     K-5 dismiss
2:30 p.m. Parade  
4:30 p.m.: Community 
     Pride Night 
6:30 p.m.: Queen 
     Coronation on the 
     football field
7 p.m.: Homecoming 
     Football Game

Homecoming: 
Sept. 27



Waynesville 6-12 graders 
learned life fishing skills during 
the Kiwanis Fishing Day on 
Sept. 17 at the Roubidoux. 
The Missouri Department 
of Conservation provides 
support for the project and also 
helping out were members of 
the Missouri Highway Patrol, 
Waynesville High School 
National Honor Society students 
and Future Farmers of America 
officers from the Waynesville 
Career Center. Waynesville 
Mayor Luge Hardman presented 
pins to the Conservation team 
for their ongoing support of this 
annual event.

Waynesville High School’s 
Homecoming Court has 
been named. They are 
as follows: Olivia Evans, 
freshman; Hannah Eckman, 
sophomore; Vanessa Blake, 
junior; and senior queen 
candidates Sara-Marie 
Schubert, Thalia Steele, 
Hannah Hedrick and Kaitlyn 
Frabel. The queen will be 
crowned at 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 27, at Tiger Stadium.

Homecoming 
court named



Waynesville Career Center students in the auto collision technology class 
toured Al West Collision in Waynesville on Sept. 12. Students in Rick Jeter’s 
class learn how to straighten sheet metal, weld, replace panels and frames, 
and apply auto body filler, undercoat materials and finishes. Al West Collision 
is donating a 2018 Nissan Versa to raise funds for the Waynesville R-VI School 
District’s Snack in a Pack program.

Torrey McCall, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019, 
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

McCall is the daughter of James and Kymberly McCall and 
is an outstanding student at WMDS. She received “A/B” Honor 
Roll her 7th grade year and was inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society. McCall serves as secretary for National 
Junior Honor Society and holds a 3.8 GPA. She plays clarinet 
for WMDS Advanced Band and is also playing her second 
year of volleyball for WMDS. She also serves as historian for 
WMDS Student Government Association. McCall plans to 
attend the University of Missouri as she pursues a career in 
optometry.  

Suicide awareness, 
prevention session held

Wood Elementary hosted the first suicide awareness and 
prevention session on Thursday, Sept. 19. 

Courtney Long, director of community resources and grant 
management, and Neftali Perez, a counselor at Waynesville 
Middle School, served as the presenters. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District will host two more 
opportunities for parents and students to learn more about 
suicide awareness and prevention from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on 
the following dates and locations:

     Oct. 3- East Elementary Library
     Oct. 17- Waynesville Middle School Library
All parents and their students in Pre-K through 12th 

grades are welcome to attend any one of the above sessions, 
regardless of the school their child attends. The same 
information will be delivered during each session of the 
district’s PRIDE program, which stands for positivity, respect, 
individualism, development and education.

McCall is middle school 
September Student of Month



Freedom Elementary students 
participated in a Patriot Day 
remembrance event, honoring 
first responders and their 
partners in education (PIE 
partners), on Sept. 11. Students 
sang “This Land is Your Land,” 
and presented small tokens of 
appreciation to police, fire and 
ambulance personnel and U.S. 
Navy Detachment PIE partners. 

Piney Ridge recognized for success
Piney Ridge Center 

staff members were 
recognized for their 
success during their 
Super Session on 
Sept. 13. The praises 
about their staff 
included: 

- 100% - all of their  
   staff returning 
   this year
- increasing 
  course offerings 
  to meet student 
  needs, including 
  literature, 
  creative writing, child development and math lab
- making arrangements to offer two remediation half-days 
  per month
- building relationships with students
- utilizing the part-time homebound position to keep students 
   connected to the classroom

- starting their Credit Recovery Club after school 
- students improving their math scores based on STAR Math, 
   32 of which improved more than 1 grade level
- students improving their reading scores based on STAR 
   Reading, 44 of which improved more than 1 grade level



Families who have not already done so are strongly 
encouraged to complete the Free and Reduced Lunch Form 
applications as soon as possible. The link to the forms is at 
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01910216/
Centricity/Domain/908/2019-20%20Application.pdf

Free and reduced meal information is kept confidential. 
All students, regardless of their meal status, use their ID 
cards when going through the cafeteria lines.

Free breakfast is offered at Waynesville schools except 
Thayer Elementary and Waynesville High School, where 

Free and Reduced Lunch Forms still being accepted

Freedom Elementary celebated 
the Freedom Festival of Nations 
on Sept. 13 with students wearing 
traditional garments from multiple 
nations. They also stopped at 
stations where they could engage 
in learning about other countries 
through participation in activities. 

Freedom Festival of Nations

not a high enough percentage of students qualify for free and 
reduced meals. Breakfast for students at Thayer and WHS are 
$1.45 each and for those who qualify, meals are free or reduced 
at 30 cents.

Student prices for lunch are as follows:
            Grades K-8:     $2.10
            Grades 9-12:   $2.30*
            Reduced price is 40 cents for students

*At WHS, ala carte items are extra



Waynesville High School student 
Anna Hilburgh completed four weeks of 
courses at the 2019 MIT Beaver Works 
Summer Institute (BWSI). Hilburgh was 
among 240 students from high schools 
around the nation who were selected to 
participate in the program.

BWSI is a summer engineering 
program for talented rising high 
school seniors. From July 8 to Aug. 4, 
students worked on hands-on projects, 
took online courses, and attended 
lectures presented by leading scientific 
researchers. The 
program is hosted 
by the MIT Lincoln 
Laboratory Beaver 
Works Center, a 
research center in 
Cambridge jointly 
chartered by MIT 
Lincoln Laboratory, 
the MIT School of Engineering, and the 
MIT Department of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics.

BWSI is designed to be a 
transformational learning experience. 
Students are placed into one of 
10 courses that involve project-
based learning in an intensive team 
environment.  The diversity of the 
courses is intended to appeal to a wide 
variety of talented students.

On August 4, BWSI held its final 
competition and closing ceremony at 
MIT. Teams raced their self-driving 
model cars through an ice rink-sized 
course modelled after a Grand Prix 
racetrack. In nearby buildings, drones 
flew through elevated hoops, followed 
tracks marked on the floor, and 
produced images using radars, while 
some students presented their projects 
in a symposium-style venue. 

“It’s amazing to see these students 
who are ready to participate and 
who really become engaged in these 
projects” said Andrew Fishberg, the 
Outreach Coordinator for Beaver 
Works. “I’m inspired by the solutions 
to real problems the student teams show 
off on the final day. These students 
received a transformational experience 
that’s life changing for many of them.” 

WHS completes 
summer engineering 
program at MIT

Cabrina Noonan, 
a college and 
career counselor, 
at Ritenour 
High School, 
and Jeff Marker, 
the principal at 
Ritenour High 
School, met with 
Col. (Ret.) Charles 
Williams, senior 
Army instructor 
in Waynesville’s 
JROTC program to 
learn more about 
the program. 

Volunteers are needed to mentor one student 30 minutes each week for one 
semester through the district’s WayConnect program.

 The goal of the program is to connect students with community volunteers 
once each week during regular school hours. Mentors meet with the students at 
the school of their choice and receive training.

 Mentors are needed at East Elementary, Freedom Elementary, Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center and Waynesville Middle School.

 To begin the process, volunteers must complete a volunteer application form, 
which is available at https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01910216/
Centricity/Domain/1208/MERGED%20DOCUMENTS.pdf. On the volunteer 
form, please indicate that you are interested in volunteering for the WayConnect 
Program and the school where you would like to volunteer.

 Freedom Elementary piloted the program during the 2019-20 school year 
and a brochure about their program is available at https://drive.google.com/file/
d/0B9jA8M0-JXulS0owZEV3OHVNSWRISW55eTlsZ0F2dlZVMVlR/view

 For more information, please contact Courtney Long, director of community 
resources and grant management at clong@waynesville.k12.mo.us or call her at 
573-842-2250.

WayConnect mentors needed 
to expand program


